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SERMON. 


PSALMS    CXVI.    15. 

PRECIOUS  IN  THE  SIGHT  OP  THE  LORD,  IS  THE  DEATH  OF  HIS  SAINTS. 

My  afflicted  brother  desires  me,  on  this  occasion,  most 
deeply  affecting  to  himself,  his  bereaved  family,  and  sym- 
pathizing church  and  people,  to  make  this  consoling  truth, 
the  theme  of  our  meditations.  Plainly  expressed,  it  is 
sufficient  without  any  illustration,  to  administer  the  most 
grateful  consolation.  How  supporting  is  it  to  know,  that, 
while  the  church  mourns  the  removal  of  her  brightest 
ornaments,  and  most  useful  members,  the  event,  which  is 
so  affecting  to  us,  is  "  precious  in  the  sight  of  God  2" 

Death  is  terrible  to  those,  whose  only  portion  and  hope 
are  in  this  world.  Supremely  terrible  must  be  the  sum- 
mons which  calls  them  from  all  the  objects  of  their  hearts* 
closes  the  scenes  of  time,  consigns  their  bodies  to  the  dust, 
and  ushers  their  spirits  into  the  presence  of  the  Judge  of 
all.     '«  The  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wickedness." 

Death  may  appear  terrible  to  the  righteous  also. 
Through  weakness  of  faith  and  obscurity  of  views,  they 
may  tremble  at  his  approach.  When  we  see  the  children 
of  God  arrested  in  the  midst  of  their  usefulness,  cast  upon 
the  bed  of  languishing  and  death,  separated  from  earthly 
friends,  and  from  all  the  enjoyments  of  life ;  it  may  seem 
to  us,  that  this  cannot  be  the  hand  of  a  friend.  External 
appearances  indicate  that  they  are  in  the  hands  of  an  ene- 
my, and  experience  the  tokens  of  anger.  But  no  ;  Pre- 
cious in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  is  the  death  of  his  saints. 
Bitter  as  may  be  the  parting  of  soul  and  body ;  tender  as 
may  be  the  ties  which  are  burst  by  the  ruthless  hand  of 


death  ;  and  gloomy  as  may  be  the  dark  valley  ;  God  loves 
his  people,  even  in  death,  and  their  death  is  precious  in 
his  sight. 

For  satisfaction  on  this  subject,  we  will  consider  how  a 
child  of  God  may  die.  I  undertake  not  to  state  the  man- 
ner, in  which  the  people  of  God  do  die.  This  admits  of 
wide  extremes,  and  is  greatly  varied  in  different  cases.  I 
would  state  only  the  manner  in  which  they  may  die  5  and 
which,  in  ordinary  cases,  is  their  privilege  ;  when  they 
count  not  their  lives  dear  to  them,  but,  by  faithfulness  in 
the  service  of  God,  seek  to  finish  their  course  with  joy. 

The  saints  may  die  in  peace.  Enabled  to  discern  the 
hand  of  their  Heavenly  Father  in  the  appointment  of  all 
their  painful  circumstances  ;  and  to  trust  in  his  faithful- 
ness to  render  them  subservient  to  their  best  good  ; — their 
souls  may  abide  in  peace,  notwithstanding  all  they  suffer, 
and  all  they  apprehend. 

The  views  of  what  Christ  endured  for  them,  conduce  to 
their  peace  in  suffering.  With  these,  God's  people  are 
sometimes  favored.  "  It  is  enough  for  the  disciple,  that 
he  be  as  his  master,  and  the  servant  as  his  Lord." 

Appalling  as  it  may  be  to  appear  before  the  Judge  of 
all,  even  this  cannot  terrify  the  departing  saint,  when 
conscious  that  he  is  at  peace  with  God — with  his  law  and 
government.  «  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of 
God's  elect?  It  is  God  that  justifieth.  Who  is  he  that 
condemneth  ?  It  is  Christ  that  died."  Peace  may  also 
reign  in  their  own  breasts.  Though  they  cannot  be  insen- 
sible to  the  guilt  they  have  incurred,  yet,  being  conscious 
of  the  cleansing  efficacy  of  Christ's  blood  ;  that  holy 
affections  prevail  in  their  hearts  ;  and  that  their  endeav- 
ors to  glorify  God,  though  feeble,  have  been  sincere,  they 
may  enjoy  peace  of  conscience.  Having  been  faithful  in 
the  labors  of  life,  they  may  peacefully  contemplate  a 
removal  from  the  work  assigned  them  here.  Besides,  they 
may  enjoy  that  "  Peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  under- 
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standing,"  though  in  the  midst  of  the  terrors  of  death, 
and  entering  upon  the  untried  scenes  of  eternity.  Strong 
in  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  and  enjoying  the  light  of  God's 
countenance,  they  may  stand  unmoved,  in  the  swellings  of 
Jordan,  and  smile  serene,  while  nature  is  dissolving. 

Again.  It  is  the  privilege  of  God's  people,  to  depart 
with  willingness  and  desire,  at  their  Heavenly  Father's 
call.  To  these,  that  peace  which  has  been  mentioned 
greatly  contributes.  Terrors  do  not  force  them  to  shrink 
back,  but  opening,  animating  prospects  urge  them  forward. 
It  is  not  unusual,  even  while  the  prospect  of  life  continues, 
for  God  to  affect  them  with  such  desires  for  deliverance 
from  sin — such  a  clear  sense  of  his  love,  and  such  fore- 
tastes of  their  future  portion,  as  wean  them  from  the  world. 
As  the  child  longs  for  his  father's  house,  so  may  the 
christian,  when  thus  favored,  viewing  this  world  as  it  is~~ 
God  as  his  God  ;  and  heaven  as  his  home,  earnestly  long 
for  his  release.  This  desire  may  be  stronger  than  any  tie 
which  binds  him  to  earth.  Knowing  that  it  is  better  for 
him  to  depart,  and  be  with  Christ,  his  preference  may  be 
decided  and  strong.  If  God  favour  his  people  to  this 
extent,  while  he  continues  to  them,  the  enjoyments  and  the 
prospects  of  life,  it  is  consistent  to  hope  for  this  happy 
frame  in  death.  Not  only  so,  but  as  God  proportions  the 
strength  of  his  people  to  their  day,  it  is  consistent  for  them 
to  expect,  that  they  shall  be  enabled  to  rise  in  death,  above 
surrounding  terrors,  in  the  exercise  of  longing  desires  for 
the  fruition  of  their  hope — the  open  vision  of  their  God  ; 
perfect  conformity  to  his  likeness,  and  the  fulness  of  joy 
which  is  in  his  presence. 

Again.  The  christian  may  die,  not  only  in  peace,  with 
willingness  and  desire,  but  in  triumph.  Enlightened  and 
strengthened  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  departing  saint  may 
triumph  over  every  earthly  attachment,  and  over  every 
doubt  and  fear.  Earthly  attachments  are  broken  hy  the 
enlarged   and  strengthened  vision   of  faith  ;  and  every 
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doubt  and  fear  dispelled  by  the  clear  dawn  of  everlasting 
day.  It  may  be  otherwise,  when  faith  is  weak.  Fears 
will  then  assault,  and  doubts  alarm.  But  when  that  faith 
which  is  the  "  Substance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the 
evidence  of  things  not  seen,"  is  invigorated,  it  is  known 
and  felt,  that  their  Redeemer  liveth — that  they  taste  the 
love  of  him  who  died  for  them  and  rose  again.  Hence 
they  may  rise  superior  to  all  the  temptations  of  Satan, 
and  all  the  pangs  of  dissolving  nature,  and  triumph  in  the 
assurance,  that  while  God,  with  one  hand  is  weighing  them 
down  to  death  ;  with  the  other,  he  is  raising  them  to  ever- 
lasting joys.  Do  you  want  proof  of  these  things?  Full 
satisfaction  may  be  obtained  from  contemplating  the  nature 
of  their  religion.  This  was  designed  to  afford  to  sinners, 
all  they  want  in  life,  in  death,  and  in  eternity.  On  the 
discussion  of  its  nature  I  must  not  enter.  This  is  unne- 
cessary, were  there  time  ;  as  none  can  doubt  that  the 
infinitely  wise  God  has  adapted  it  to  the  end  which  he 
designed.  Facts  confirm  these  representations.  Most  of 
the  bible-saints  fulfilled  as  an  hireling  their  day.  Look  to 
the  martyrs,  that  cloud  of  witnesses,  in  favour  of  the 
abundant  supports  of  religion  in  death.  With  calm  seren- 
ity and  peace,  with  perfect  willingness,  yea,  and  with 
earnest  desires,  many  of  them  welcomed  their  departure. 
The  terrors  of  the  axe,  the  saw,  the  cord,  have  been 
overcome,  and  even  the  flames  of  martyrdom  have  formed 
a  chariot,  in  which  thousands,  in  triumph,  that  could  mock 
at  every  fear,  have  ascended  to  glory.  Thus,  the  chris- 
tian may  die  ;  and  thus,  God's  people  sometimes  do  die. 
But,  should  they  not  reach  these  heights  of  desire  and 
triumph,  it  is  usually  their  privilege  to  die  in  peace.  Of 
this,  the  present  instance  of  mortality  affords  an  example. 
In  a  recent  interview  with  our  departed  sister,  I  found 
her  revived  from  the  state  to  which  she  had  been  previ- 
ously reduced  ;  able  to  converse  with  freedom,  and  enjoy 
the  society  of  her  friends.     Among  many  other  things. 


she  remarked,  that  but  a  few  days  before,  she  had  suppo- 
sed herself  to  be  on  her  death-bed,  and  added,  "  You  can- 
not think,  how  pleasant  it  appeared  to  me.  I  felt  as  though 
I  had  done  my  work,  made  the  arrangements  with  refer- 
ence to  my  children,  to  which  duty  called,  and  was 
unexpectedly  enabled  to  give  them  up."  Though  the 
prospect  then  appeared  to  be  favorable  to  her  continuance 
for  a  season,  she  seemed  to  contemplate  with  regret, 
the  time  deferred  of  being  delivered  from  sin,  of  ceasing 
from  the  labors  and  tears  of  this  trying  world,  and  of 
entering  on  the  possession  of  the  heavenly  inheritance. 
Her  heart  swelled  with  tender  affection  for  christian 
friends  ;  of  the  continued  kindness,  solicitude  and  atten- 
tion of  a  large  circle,  of  whom  she  spake  with  sensible 
emotions.  To  part  with  them,  and  with  her  family,  ap- 
peared in  itself  painful ;  yet  she  remarked,  that  her  sepa- 
ration from  them,  did  not  seem  like  a  great  remove.  This 
state  of  feeling  continued,  with  no  sensible  alteration,  to 
the  last.  In  the  full  possession  of  her  reason,  and  with 
unclouded  mind,  she  fell  asleep  ;  enjoying  the  answer  of 
her  prayers — the  favor  of  an  east)  departure,  and  of  glo- 
rifying God  in  her  deaths 

*  Mrs.  Lee  was  the  daughter,  and  eldest  child  of  Cant.  Jared  Harrison  of 
Salisbury,  Conn.,  and  born  August  9,  1774.  Activity,  and  sprightliness  of  mind 
and  manners,  marked  her  character  in  youth  ;  and  with  an  engaging  countenances 
a  delicate  figure,  and  a  lively,  humourous  imagination,  she  graced  the  circles  of 
the  sportive  and  the  gay,  both  pleasing  and  pleased.  Yet,  though  her  turn  of 
mind  was  highly  social,  she  was  not  devoted  to  the  pleasures  of  youthful  amuse- 
ment. Under  the  guidance  of  an  excellent  mother,  she  early  formed  habits  of 
industry,  and  steady  attention  to  domestic  employments,  marked  with  order,  neat- 
ness and  correctness  of  taste,  which  distinguished  her  through  life.  The  means  of 
mental  improvement  were  not  neglected,  and  her  literary  education,  and  useful 
accomplishments,  not  generally  surpassed,  by  the  daughters  of  wealthy  farmers 
in  New  England.  At  the  age  of  twenty -one  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Alexander 
Spencer,  of  North-East-Toivn,  with  whom  she  lived  in  the  enjoyment  of  afflu- 
ent circumstances,  and  all  the  endearments  of  domestic  relations.  In  the  month 
oiJWarch  1802,  her  husband  sickened  and  died  in  Albany,  where  he  was  attend- 
ing, as  a  member,  the  state  legislature.  She  was  with  him  in  his  last  sickness — 
smoothed  his  dying  pillow,  and  returned  a  disconsolate  widow,  left  at  the  age  of 


Having  contemplated  the  manner  in  which  the  chris- 
tian's life  may  he  closed  ;  you  are  now  prepared  to  see  in 
what  respects  his  death  is  precious  in  the  sight  of  God. 
And  it  is  so 

1.  As  it  is  an  event  highly  interesting  and  profitable  to 
survivors.     Taken  in  connection  with  his  well  spent  life. 

twenty-eight,  with  two  young  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  This  heavy  afflic- 
tion, through  the  blessing  of  God,  had  a  most  salutary  and  happy  influence  upon 
her  mind.  It  was  hopefully  sanctified  to  her,  in  the  comforts  of  religion,  and  hei 
temporal  loss  followed  with  the  richest  spiritual  gain.  After  a  comfortable 
establishment  in  the  christian  hope,  she  united  with  the  church  in  Salisburyy  then 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Crossmav. 

In  February,  1807,  she  connected  in  marriage  with  Mr.  Lee  ;  and,  with  her 
residence,  removed  her  church  relation,  from  Salisbury  to  Colebrook ,-  where,  in 
the  second  period  of  married  life,  she  completed  almost  eleven  years.  Her  impor- 
tant and  very  responsible  station  she  filled  with  respectability  and  usefulness ; 
much  to  the  acceptance  and  satisfaction  of  her  neighbours  and  parishioners,  and 
highly  endeared  to  her  family.  Affable  and  courteous  in  her  address,  kind  and 
condescending  in  her  attentions  to  all,  she  both  pleased,  and  received  pleasure  in 
society.  Hospitable  in  her  house — charitable  to  the  poor,  and  liberal  in  her  bene- 
factions for  the  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom,  and  the  spiritual  wants  of  her  fellow 
men,  she  shared  the  universal  respect  and  esteem  of  her  acquaintance,  and  the 
warm  attachment  of  those,  with  whom  she  was  particularly  intimate. 

Such  was  the  even  and  uniform  course  of  her  life.  Yet,  she  seemed  not  to  have 
the  joy,  so  much  as  the  peace  of  faith.  Her  hope  was  diffident ;  and  she  some- 
times approached  the  table  of  the  Lord  with  trembling  fear.  Her  desires,  how- 
ever, were  fixed,  and  her  attention  to  the  means  of  grace,  steady  and  persevering 
Her  christian  graces  were  quickened,  and  her  comfort  of  hope  strengthened,  by 
witnessing  the  triumphant  death  of  her  pious  mother,  June  1816.  From  that 
time,  her  mind  was  more  tranquil — her  christian  feelings  more  marked, — she  was 
more  resigned  to  the  will  of  Providence,  and  had  her  eye  more  steadily  fixed  on  a 
future  and  better  world.  She  appeared  to  realize  that  the  time  of  her  departure 
was  at  hand,  and  to  make  preparation  for  it,  was  her  great  concern.  For  several 
of  the  last  years  of  her  life,  Mrs.  Lee  was  in  feeble  health  ;  though  she  was  usually 
able  to  perform  the  active  duties  of  her  station.  Her  last  illness  commenced  in 
July.  Returning,  in  a  chilly  evening,  from  a  visit  to  an  afflicted  family  in  the 
neighbourhood,  she  caught  a  violent  cold,  and  was  never  afterwards  well.  She 
was  seized  with  a  cough,  and  other  hectical  symptoms,  which  baffled  every  med- 
ical aid,  and  issued  in  a  confirmed,  pulmonic  consumption.  During  the  whole  of 
her  decline,  she  was  not  anxious  to  recover ;  and  had  apparently  no  choice,  but 
the  will  of  God;  of  whose  kind  and  gentle  dealings,  she  often  spake  with  sensible 
emotions.  The  last  time  she  attended  public  wrorship,  was  on  the  first  Sabbath  of 
November.  It  was  a  communion  Sabbath.  The  celebration  of  the  dying  love  of 
her  Redeemer,  was  precious  to  her  soul — a  sweet  foretaste  of  the  love  and  joys 


9 

the  christian's  death  does  not  leave  the  mourners  comfort- 
less.    Their  eyes  do  not  follow  a  departed  christian  friend 
down  to   the  world  of  misery.     No.     Their  sorrows  are 
assuaged  with  consoling  evidence,  that,  with  the  subject  of 
their  mourning,  all  pain  and  sorrow  have  forever  ceased  $ 
that  angels  have  conveyed   the  disembodied   spirit  to  the 
heavenly  rest ;  that  the  gates  of  glory  have  opened  ;  the 
plaudit   of  God   is   pronounced  ;  the  joyful  welcome   of 
saints   and   angels   received  ;  and  the   everlasting   song 
begun.     The  hope  of  these  things,  supported  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  a  dear  deceased  friend  was  enabled   to  live 
and  die,  must  contribute  greatly  to  assuage  the  anguish  of 
a  mourner's  heart ;  and  if  it  do  not  check  his  tears,  will 
allay  their  bitterness.     From  the   manner   in  which   the 
favoured  christian  closes  life,  survivors  learn  the  import- 
ance of  a  preparation  for  death.     In  view  of  such  a  scene, 
infidelity  itself  is  compelled  to  acknowledge  a  difference 
between  the   holy   and   profane  ;  and  the   person,   most 
insensible  to  the  blessings  of  religion,  must  desire  to  die 
the  death  of  the  righteous. 

Go  to  the  dying  bed  of  the  unprepared  ; — put  your  soul 
in  their  soul's  stead.  Borne  down  wTith  more  than  mortal- 
ity can  support,  the  past  fills  them  with  remorse ;  and  the 
future  with  alarm.  Turning  from  this  scene,  view  the 
one  presented  by  the  dying  christian.  The  contrast  can- 
not fail  to  teach  the  value  of  religion  and  the  importance 
of  possessing  it.     These   things   it   enforces,  with  such 

of  heaven.  She  was  confined  to  her  room,  but  little  more  than  three  weeks.  Her 
decline  was  rapid  ;  but  she  had  the  anchor  of  hope,  and  in  peace  and  patience 
possessed  her  soul.  The  evening  before  her  death  (when  she  was  evidently  ex- 
piring) a  few  christian  friends  in  the  neighbourhood,  held  a  prayer  meeting  on 
her  account ;  one  of  the  brethren  called,  and  asked  her  what  was  her  petition  for 
herself — she  replied,  that,  she  might  have  an  easy  exit,  and  glorify  god  in  her 
death.  Her  request  was  granted.  Fully  sensible  of  her  situation. — in  the  clear 
exercise  of  her  reason,  and  able  to  express  her  feelings,  she  met  the  last  enemy 
with  perfect  calmnes3,  and  expired,  early  in  the  morning,  without  a  struggle,  or  a 
groan. 

3 
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clearness  and  strength  of  impression,  and  so  often  becomes 
the  means  of  saving  benefit  to  survivors,  that  the  chris- 
tian's death  is  precious  in  the  sight  of  God. 

2.  This  event  is  also  precious  in  the  sight  of  God,  as 
an  exhibition  of  his  faithfulness  ;  and  of  the  reality  and 
excellence  of  his  religion.  He  then  appears  faithful  and 
true.  With  the  assurance  that  he  would  embrace  them, 
vile  and  sinful  as  they  are,  in  the  arms  of  his  everlasting 
love  ;  they  bowed  to  him  when  entering  on  the  christian 
life  :  Confiding  in  his  faithfulness,  they  trust  in  God  for 
the  supply  of  all  their  wants  ;  look  to  him  for  direction  in 
every  duty,  and  support  under  every  trial.  Their  whole 
experience  increases  the  fulness  of  this  confidence  ;  and 
when  fainting  in  death,  they  are  enabled  to  lean  upon  their 
Almighty  Helper,  the  persuasion  is  rendered  perfect, 
"  That  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principal- 
ities, nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come, 
nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature  shall  be  able 
to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Je- 
sus our  Lord."  God  promises  his  people,  that  he  will  not 
forsake  them  in  life,  and  he  does  not ;  that  he  will  not 
forsake  them  in  death,  and  he  fulfils  the  promise.  When 
their  flesh  and  heart  fail,  he  is  the  strength  of  their  hearts. 
His  rod  and  his  staff,  they  comfort.  How  is  the  faithful- 
ness of  God  magnified  in  these  things  !  He  promises,  that, 
to  death,  glory  shall  succeed,  and  who  can  doubt  it  ? 

The  reality  and  excellence  of  religion  appear  in  the  lives 
of  those  who  exemplify  it ;  but,  in  death,  they  appear  in  a 
manner  as  much  more  striking,  as  the  circumstances  of  a 
death-bed,  are  more  trying  than  the  ordinary  circumstan- 
ces of  life.  The  peace,  the  desires  to  depart,  and  the 
triumph  which  some  enjoy,  in  that  most  trying  hour, 
proclaim  religion  to  be  a  glorious  reality.  That  may  be 
a  pretence,  which  is  assumed  to  serve  a  purpose  in  this 
world  ;  but  that  is  not,  for  which  all  other  things  are 
counted  "  dross  and  dung ;" — which  can  enable  a  feeble 
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mortal  to  say,  "  When  I  am  weak,  then  am  I  strong" — to 
desire  his  release  from  time  ;  and  even  when  death  is  con- 
queror, to  shout  the  victory  !  How  excellent  is  that  which 
yields  its  possessor  this  peace  ;  these  desires  $  this  tri- 
umph ;  when  there  is  an  universal  failure  of  all  things 
else  !  In  the  death  of  him  who  sleeps  in  Jesus,  we  see  a 
person  whose  only  portion  once  lay  below;  cheerfully 
renouncing  all  things  here— who  was  once  in  bondage 
through  fear  of  death,  fearlessly  meeting  the  king  of  ter- 
rors ;  who  once  "  rolled  sin  as  a  sweet  morsel,"  willing  to 
be  separated  from  the  body  by  pangs  which  none  of  the 
living  know,  that  he  may  awake  in  the  likeness  of  a  holy 
God — who  once  shunned  the  presence  of  God,  willing  to 
bid  farewell  to  every  earthly  friend,  that  he  may  be  for- 
ever with  the  Lord  ; — once  an  heir  of  hell,  now  going  to 
partake  of  heavenly  glory ;  once,  with  those  in  character, 
who  will  forever  blaspheme  a  holy  God,  now  going  to  be 
like  the  angels — to  be  like  Christ,  and  one  with  him  ; 
ascending,  whither  he  will  progress  forever  and  ever  in 
felicity.  In  view  of  this  exhibition  of  God's  faithfulness, 
the  reality  and  excellence  of  his  religion,  how  precious  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord  must  be  the  death  of  his  saints  ! 

3.  The  death  of  saints  is  precious  in  the  sight  of  God ; 
as,  it  issues  in  their  complete  felicity.  The  love  of  which 
they  are  the  subjects,  is  everlasting.  "  Many  waters 
cannot  quench  it,  neither  can  the  floods  drown  it.-'  It  is 
stronger  than  death.  That  which  brings  them  near  to 
God,  who  exercises  this  amazing  love  ;  introduces  them 
to  their  holy,  happy  state,  and  unites  them  to  the  number 
of  his  perfect  worshippers  ;  he  cannot  view  with  indiffer- 
ence.    It  must  be  precious  in  his  sight. 

4.  This  is  also  precious  in  his  sight,  as  it  brings  home  to 
Christ,  the  purchase  of  his  blood.  The  second  person  in 
the  Trinity  clothed  himself  with  human  nature — appeared 
in  this   world   under  the  most  humble  circumstances  ; 
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endured  scorn,  reproach  and  death  itself,  in  its  most  cruel 
form.  Now  he  is  gone  to  intercede  at  the  right  hand 
above.  For  what  were  these  things  done  ?  these  won- 
dtrs  !  the  mysteries  of  which  eternity  alone  can  unfold — 
yea  which  the  open  vision  of  the  saints  through  everlasting 
ages  cannot  fully  scan  ? — «  To  bring  many  sons  and 
daughters  unto  glory."  How  glorious  then  is  the  event, 
when  a  new  trophy  of  grace  arrives  in  heaven  !  How  must 
Christ,  who  did  so  much  to  bring  him  home,  rejoice  !  He 
will  present  him  to  the  Father  as  a  new  instance  of  his 
victory  over  Satan,  sin  and  death  ;  another  voice  will 
mingle  with  the  celestial  choirs  ;  and  all  the  hosts  of  heav- 
en will  swell  their  notes  of  praise  !  Precious,  O  who  can 
tell  how  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  is  the  death  of 
his  saints. 

Viewing  the  manner  in  which  the  saints  may  die,  and  the 
respects  in  which  their  deatli  is  precious  in  the  sight  of 
God  ;  permit  me  to  inquire  whether  you  can  contemplate 
their  privileges  with  indifference  ?  You  expect  to  die,  and 
know  that  you  must  shortly  die.  Does  not  the  world  fade 
before  you  ?  Do  not  its  most  fascinating  objects  appear  of 
too  little  worth  to  engross  your  chief  attention  ?  Do  not 
the  realities  of  futurity  grow  in  their  importance  ?  Does 
not  death  appear  clothed  with  terrors  sufficient  to  awaken 
you  to  flee  to  him  who  is  its  conqueror  ?  Do  you  feel  no 
interest  in  possessing  that  religion  which  alone  can  pre- 
pare you  for  the  death  of  the  righteous — secure  you  from 
woes  everlasting,  and  introduce  you  to  eternal  joys.  As 
the  death  of  God's  people  is  precious  in  his  sight,  we 
know  that  he  orders  the  time  and  circumstances  of  it,  in 
compassion  and  love.  Were  it  his  pleasure,  he  could  pro- 
tract their  lives,  till  they  had  performed  all  the  services, 
which  would  be  useful  in  the  stations  they  fill ;  he  could 
take  them  home  by  translation,  that  they  should  not  taste 
of  death  ;    or  exempt  them  from  all  the  pains  and  weak- 
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Hess,  which  precede  the  approach  of  dissolution.  But 
from  facts,  we  argue,  that  there  exist  with  him  reasons  to 
the  contrary  that  are  wise  and  good. 

Is  the  death  of  God's  people  precious  in  his  sight ;  and 
are  the  time  and  circumstances  of  it  ordered  in  compassion 
and  love — what  reason  have  bereaved  friends  to  be  still- 
to  be  humble  and  thankful.  My  mourning  Brother  will 
perceive  the  grounds  he  has  for  resignation  and  comfort. 
On  these  grounds,  may  you,  dear  Brother,  with  your  be- 
reaved children,  and  numerous  circle  of  sympathizing 
friends,  have  grace  to  rest.  Anew,  you  are  presented  with 
the  bitter  cup,  and  though  there  be  found  the  purest  con- 
solation, in  reflecting  on  the  amiable  traits  of  character 
with  which  grace  adorned  your  bosom  friend  ;  a  charac- 
ter, formed  not  for  continuance  in  this  world,  but  appar- 
ently for  heaven  ;  yet,  in  the  remembrance  even  of  these 
there  is  sorrow.  The  removal  of  so  much  excellence  is 
saddening.  But  that  which  you  would  deprecate,  God 
saw  best,  and  has  effected.  Here  opens  the  field,  in  which 
you  have  often  led  and  consoled  the  afflicted.  With  the 
same  comforts,  which  you  have  administered  to  others, 
drawn  from  the  holy  and  wise  providence  of  God,  may 
your  own  deep  anguish  be  assuaged.  You  need  not  be 
reminded,  that  there  is  wisdom,  goodness  and  love  in  this 
afflictive  providence,  and  in  all  its  circumstances  ;  such, 
and  so  great,  should  God  disclose  his  reasons,  as  must  give 
you  perfect  satisfaction  ;  and  afford  you  future  and  abun- 
dant occasion  to  bless  his  holy  name  forever. 

My  dear  Brother,  do  not  fear,  that,  under  this  bereave- 
ment, you  must  faint  in  your  great  work.  No  help  is 
effectual,  except  God  bless  ;  and  nothing  can  be  a  hin- 
drance, if  he  afford  his  aid.  Though  you  must  again  sus- 
tain the  burdens  of  life  alone,  you  may  labor  with  renewed 
courage.  In  all  that  you  shall  be  enabled  to  do  without 
the  helps  you  once  enjoyed,  the  power  of  Christ  will  more 
sensibly  rest  upon  you,  and  the  glory  will  more  manifestly 
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belong  to  God.  Most  gladly  should  we  glory  in  infirmities 
and  trials,  if  this  may  be  their  fruit.  May  your  heavenly 
Father  purify  you  in  this  furnace — long  sustain  you — 
renew  his  blessing  on  your  labors,  and  give  you  all  your 
children,  by  a  spiritual  birth  ;  with  all  this  people,  as  the 
seals  of  your  ministry,  and  the  crown  of  your  rejoicing  in 
the  day  of  the  Lord. 

My  Children,  as  you  loved  your  mother,  treasure  up  her 
instructions,  and  imitate  her  examples,  so  far  as  she  fol- 
lowed Christ.  By  these,  though  dead,  she  still  speaks. 
These  are  the  best  inheritance  she  has  left  you  ;  these  are 
the  most  precious  memorials  you  can  retain ;  and  a  care- 
ful obedience  to  these,  the  best  tribute  of  respect,  you  can 
render  to  her  memory.  It  remains  for  you  to  remember 
your  Creator.  You  see  how  vain  is  trust  reposed  in  pa- 
rents, or  in  any  earthly  friend.  Commit  your  ways  to 
God,  and  he  will  be  the  guide  of  your  youth,  your  stay  in 
life,  and  your  support  in  death. 

The  mourning  Father,  together  with  the  numerous  cir- 
cle of  connexions  claim  our  notice. 

You  may  be  ready,  my  respected  friend,  to  say  "  Deep 
calleth  unto  deep."  Recently  rendered  desolate  by  the 
removal  of  your  bosom  friend — now  called  to  resign  a  be- 
loved child,  and  yourself  descending  into  the  vale  of  years  ; 
you  look  in  vain  for  support,  to  things  below;  but,  not  in 
vain,  to  things  unseen.  The  apprehension  of  these  will  be 
sufficient  to  cheer  your  drooping  spirits — to  strengthen  you 
for  the  labours  and  trials  of  life  which  may  yet  remain ; 
and  to  enable  you  to  overcome  in  the  last  conflict.  May  you 
all  maintain  an  abiding  sense  of  these,  and  not  repine,  or 
be  injuriously  depressed  under  the  present,  or  any  future 
trial ;  but  find  present  evidence,  that  all  your  afflictions 
are  conspiring  to  work  out  for  you  a  far  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

My  brethren  and  friends  of  this  church  and  congrega- 
tion—- you  not  only  sympathize  with  your  beloved  pastor. 
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but  are  affected  with  your  common  loss.  You  necessarily 
suffer  in  all  the  losses  he  sustains ;  as  you  have  a  common 
interest  in  all  the  helps  he  may  enjoy.  You  will  not  cease 
to  remember  him,  nor  fail  to  do  it  with  increased  tender- 
ness and  concern.  His  labours  abate  not,  though  his 
sorrows  be  as  the  sea,  and  an  important  helper  is  gone. 
In  all  the  ways  in  which  you  can  assuage  his  grief,  and 
aid  him  in  his  work,  you  will  not  fail  to  be  his  helpers. 
Ckher  things  are  not  to  be  overlooked  ;  but  would  you  not 
add  to  his  heaviness,  obey  the  word  of  God  by  his  mouth. 
And  would  you  not,  in  the  end,  bring  heaviness,  distress 
and  anguish  upon  yourselves,  you  must  obey  this  word. 
Let  it  not  be  supposed,  that  the  happiness  of  the  christian's 
death,  may  be  hoped  for,  independent  of  the  manner  of  his 
life.  Would  we  die  in  the  Lord,  we  must  live  in  the  Lord. 
"  The  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wickedness,  but  the 
righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death."  And  would  not  the 
christian  himself  be  left  to  darkness,  doubt  and  awful 
apprehension  in  his  dying  hours,  and  be  saved  only  so  as 
by  fire,  he  must  not  live  to  himself  but  keep  a  conscience 
void  of  offence — must  be  a  faithful  servant  and  keep  his 
heart  as  a  temple  meet  for  the  Holy  Ghost. 

O  the  worth  of  some  foretastes  of  heaven,  while  on  our 
painful  pilgrimage  through  this  spiritually  barren  world  ! 
Who  can  tell  their  worth  when  flesh  and  heart  shall  fail !  If 
uncertainty  he  distressing  now,  and  it  be  hard  to  contend 
with  doubts  and  fears,  how  dreadful  to  be  forsaken  in  the 
"  swellings  of  Jordan."  Brethren,  we  will  not  count  our 
lives  dear  to  ourselves,  so  that  we  might  finish  onr  course 
with  joy Ambit. 


